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SEFTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


IReport  of  /Tlbebical  ©fficer  of 

Ibcaltb  for  1913. 


I 


1. 


■  k 


t 


Donard  Lodge, 


Population. 

Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Deaths. 


Death  Rate. 


Walton, 

Liverpool, 

17  March,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sefton  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

The  population  of  the  District  is  5,953. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  is  129:  65  males  and  64  females,  an  increase 
of  32  on  the  previous  year,  1912. 

This  makes  a  Birth  Rate  of  21.6,  as  against  16.3  in  1912,  and  18.8  in  1911. 


.Males 

Be  males 

Total 

Registered  in  District 

43 

36 

79 

Transferred  to  do. 

8 

7 

15 

Transferred  out  of  do. 

14 

10 

24 

Net  number  for  District 

37 

O  •  ) 

oo 

70 

These  figures  give  a  Death  Rate  of  11.7,  as  against  10.8  in  1912  and  16.3  for' 
1911. 

As  tabulated  above,  15  of  these  deaths  were  registered  outside  your  district 
and  transferred  in,  and  24  were  registered  in  the  district  and  transferred  out. 


Infant  Death  Rate. 


The  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  was  7,  a  ratiO' 
of  54.2  per  1,000  born,  as  against  51.4  in  1912,  and  151.8  in  1911.  Thus  the 
last  two  years,  54.2  and  51.4,  are  exceptionally  low,  and  will  compare  favourably 
with  most  Districts. 


Deaths  from 
Zymotic  Diseases. 


Only  one  death  occurred  from  these  Diseases,  and,  strangely  enough,  it  was 
from  Whooping  Cough,  an  exact  repetition  of  both  the  last  two  years,  1912  and 
1911.  Thus  for  three  years  we  have  not  had  one  death  from  any  of  the  more 
serious  Infectious  Diseases. 


Zymotic  Death 
Rate. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


This,  therefore,  remains  as  before,  0.17  per  1,00C. 
1913. 

3  Diphtheria  . . . 

1  Erysipelas  . 

7  Scarlet  I'ever  . 

1  Anthrax  . ! . . . 

0  Enteric  or  Typhoid  . 

12 


1912. 

6 

5 

9 

0 

0 

20 


One  or  two  small  outbreaks  of  Aleasles  occurred,  but  as  this  Disease  is  not 
notifiable  I  cannot  satisfactorily  tabulate  it. 


Distribution  of 
Infectious  Diseases. 


Diph¬ 

theria 

Erv-  Scarlet 
sipelas,  Fever 

En¬ 

teric 

An¬ 

thrax 

Total 

AVest  Derbv  Dural 

o 

0 

'  7 

0 

0 

10 

Ford 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

luce  Blundell  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Kirby  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lunt 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sefton  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Thornton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Xetherton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Aintree 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

3 

1 

7 

0 

1 

12 
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Where  treated. 


Anthrax. 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Distribution. 


Deaths. 

Where  treated. 

Hospital 

Accommodation, 

School  Closed. 


Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  6  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  tO'  Liverpool  City 
Hospitals,  and  the  case  of  Anthrax  to  Liverpool  Northern  Hospital.  The  other 
two  cases  were  isolated  and  treated  at  home.  As  stated,  every  case  ended  in 
recoverv. 

K/ 

The  case  of  Anthrax  w^as  taken  to  the  Northern  Hospital,  and  I  received  my 
notification  from  Liverpool  Health  Committee.  I  immediately  visited  the 
premises  of  the  man — Knowles  Cottages,  Ford — and  had  the  house  thoroughly 
disinfected.  The  man  evidently  caught  his  infection  in  a  Tanning  Works  situated 
outside  your  District.  I  kept  the  house  well  under  observation,  and  the  man  was 
fortunate  enough  to  recover,  and  I  heard  of  no  other  case  having  occurred  from  his 
place  of  employment. 

The  cases  notified  were  8. 

The  number  notified  4. 


* 

Pulmonary 

Other  Forms 

Total 

W^est  Derby  Kural 

•) 

1 

3 

Kirkby 

4 

2 

6 

Netherton 

1 

1 

2 

Ford  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Total 

8 

4 

12 

Three  Deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Five  cases  of  Tubercular  Disease  were  treated  in  neighbouring  Hospitals. 

As  heretofore,  any  Flospital  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  treated  in 
Liverpool  City  Hospitals,  as  per  arrangement. 

The  School,  at  Dog  and  Gun,  was  dosed  from  February  13  to  Alarch  4,  on 
account  of  Measles. 
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Special  Reports. 


Sanitary  Iiisoector's 
Dept. 


Disinfection  of 
Bedding,  &;c. 


Townships. 

Aintree. 


Two  were  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

(1)  Re  the  closing  of  the  Hog  and  Gun  School; 

(2)  And  the  case  of  Anthrax  at  Ford. 


-Details  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work:--- 

Notices  to  strip  and  cleanse  premises  after  infection  .  19 

Notices  of  Nuisance,  Statutory  .  15 

Repairs  to  blocked  and  defective  drains  .  35 

Offensive  ditches  and  watercourses  cleansed  .  9 

Cesspools  provided  and  overflows  stopped  .  8 

Accumulations  of  offensive  filth  and  water  removed  .  15 

Pigs  and  poultry  filthily  kept  .  14 

Roofs,  ashpits  and  closets  repaired  .  27 

Yards  surfaces  repaired  .  10 

Houses  supplied  with  la'verpool  water  .  28 

Insanitary  houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation  .  7 

Complaints  of  River  Alt  pollution  . . .  6 

Other  complaints  from  the  public  .  10 

Inspections  relating  to  the  abatement  of  nuisances  .  390 

Visits  to  infected  houses  . . .  30 


623 

As  usual,  carried  out  by  the  Health  Committee  of  Liverpool  Corporation,  and 
always  efficiently  and  promptly  performed. 

Free  from  Infection  during  the  year.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  9 
cottages.  Another  improvement  has  been  the  prevention  of  accumulation  of  offal 
and  manure  at  Canal  Bank  Tips  and  elsewhere.  Only  one  complaint  was  made 
to  me,  and  I  found  that  it  was  not  warranted. 
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Sefton. 


Ford. 


Thornton. 


Ince  Blundell. 


Netherton. 


Kirkby. 


Also  free  from  Infectious  Disease.  A  house  and  shippon  and  a  cottage  con¬ 
demned  here  have  all  been  closed,  and  subsequently  demolished. 

One  case  of  Erysipelas  and  the  case  of  Anthrax,  already  referred  to  under  a 
previous  heading,  occurred  here.  Except  for  some  defective  cottages,  nothing 
calls  for  further  comment.  The  cottages  are  now  under  consideration,  and 
receiving  attention,  and  will  be  referred  to  in  a  future  Report. 

Alsoi  free  from  Infectious  Disease.  A  few  houses  here  are  not  yet  supplied 
with  Town  water,  but  I  hope  before  my  next  Report  that  the  whole  Township 
will  be  on  the  main.  I  have  several  times  visited  and  inspected  the  Slaughter 
House  in  Water  Street,  and  am  pleased  to  state  that  I  have  now  no  fault  to  find 
with  it,  or  the  mode  of  conducting  same. 

Two  new  cottages  have  been  built  here.  Three  of  the  old  ones,  already  men¬ 
tioned  as  condemned,  are  still  occupied,  and  although  not  in  fairly  habitable  con¬ 
dition,  are  kept  very  clean  by  the  occupants,  and  it  seems  that  the  real  difficulty 
is  to  get  the  old  people  who  have  lived  there  so  long  to  vacate  them.  A  difficulty 
which  must  and  will  occasionally  arise,  as  neither  the  owners  or  the  Authority  care 
to  take  the  initiative.  No  cases  of  Infection  have  occurred  in  this  Parish.  The 
Carr  Side  Farm  still  remains  without  a  wholesome  and  efficient  water  supply. 

This  Township,  although  it  joins  the  City  of  Liverpool,  has  again  been  free 
from  Infection.  One  new  cottage  has  been  erected,  and  there  is  nothing  further  to 
comment  on. 

There  has  been  no  Infectious  Disease  here,  and  only  the  lack  of  cottage 
accommodation  requires  comment.  This  will  be  referred  to  under  the  Housing 
Act,  later  in  this  Report.  The  Septic  Tank  for  Kirkby  Park  is  in  good  working 
order. 
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West  Derby 

Eural  and 
Croxteth. 

Ten  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  here,  three  of  Diphtheria  and  seven 
of  Scarlet  Fever.  All  the  Diphtheria  cases  and  six  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent 
to  Liverpool  City  Hospitals'.  With  two  exceptions,  all  these  cases  occurred  in 
institutions  within  the  Township,  but  did  not  really  belong  to  the  District.  As 
previously  mentioned  in  statistics,  all  ended  in  recovery. 

Piggeries. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that,  with  one  exception,  I  had  no  material  fault  to 
find  with  the  large  number  of  piggeries  in  this  Township.  The  owners  seem  to 
have  realized  that  such  an  industry  requires  the  greatest  cleanliness  and  attention, 
not  only  in  order  to  comply  with  our  regulations,  but  also  for  the  profitable  conduct 
of  their  trade. 

Common  Lodging- 
houses. 

At  Dog  and  Gun,  have  been  under  observation,  and  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 

condition. 

Ashpits  and 
Middens. 

In  this  Township  these  are  emptied  by  contract,  and  the  work  has  been 

efTicientlv  done. 

Cottages. 

One  new  cottage  has  been  erected  here  during  the  year. 

Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 

These  have  been  systematically  inspected,  and  found,  except  in  one  or  two 
cases,  satisfactory,  and  any  instructions  given  have  been  carried  out. 

Bakehouses. 

None. 

Rivers  Pollution 
Act 

Constant  and  regular  complaints  have  been  rained  on  me  in  regard  to  the 
pollution  of  the  Fiver  Alt.  It  remains  in  an  abominable  condition.  The  residents 
of  Sefton  have  been,  quite  naturally,  up  in  arms,  and  at  times  the  stench,  both  in 
that  Parish  and  in  Kirkby,  through  which  it  flows,  has  been  almost  unbearable. 
A  Parish  Meeting  was  held  in  Sefton,  and  every  endeavour  pressed  on  your 
Council  to  try  and  aid  in  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

It  is  nothing  else  but  an  open  sewer,  and  I  hope  no  stone  will  be  left  unturned 
to  prevent  the  continued  wholesale  emptying  of  sewage  into  its  course. 
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Factories  and 
Workshops  Act. 


Water  Supply. 


Housing  Act  1909. 


Tables. 


New  Cottages 
Erected. 


Two-  workshops  only  are  situated  in  the  District.  These  have  been  inspected, 
as  usual,  and  no  fault  can  be  found  in  their  conduct. 

During  the  year  28  more  houses  were  connected  with  the  Liverpool  water 
mains.  We  are  gradually  but  surely  extending  the  supply,  and  very  few  portions 
are  now  dependent  upon  wells. 


Your  Inspector  and  myself  have  paid  a  large  amount  of  attention  to  the 
cottages,  and  although  a  fair  share  of  improvement  has  taken  place  during  the 
past  year  a  great  many  are  still  far  from  satisfactory,  and  in  certain  parts  of  the 
District  there  is  a  deficiency  in  quantity  required  for  the  labourers  on  the  farms. 

Some  of  them  have  to  live  an  unreasonable  distance  from  their  employment. 
In  Kirkby,  for  instance,  several  men  who  are  employed  on  the  farms  in  this 
Township,  are  residing  in  Fazakerley,  and  one  or  two  even  so  far  away  as  Walton. 
However,  four  new  cottages  have  been  erected  in  Kirkby  during  the  past  year. 
A  deficiency  is  also  noticeable  in  Ince  Blundell,  and  many  of  those  now  occupied 
are  very  old,  defective,  and  cramped  for  space.  Two  new  cottages  have  been 
erected  here,  but  more  are  required.  The  following  table  will  explain  the  work 
done : — 


Houses  visited  . 

,,  found  defective  . 

,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation 

Closing  orders  issued  . 

Houses  closed  . 

,,  demolished  . 

,,  put  into  habitable  repair  . 

,,  still  defective  . . . 


Ill 

47 

6 

5 

4 

2 

15 

32 


Lunt  .  4 

Ince  Blundell  .  2 

Kirkby  . d 

West  Derby  .  1 

Netherton  .  1 

Total  .  12 


; 
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Copies. 


Tables  of  Statistics. 


Summary. 


A  large  number  of  the  cottages  are  without  covered  ashpits.  This  is  a  defect 
which  is  always  a  danger  to  health,  and  I  hope  before  another  year  lapses  that 
all  these  will  be  rectified.  I  consider  this  is  highly  important. 

Twelve  cottages  having  been  erected  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  and  I 
hope  the  promises  from  the  landowners  toi  build  more  will  be  carried  out  without 
delay. 

I  am  sending  three  copies  of  this  Report  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  two 
to  the  Medical  Officer,  one  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  one  to  the 
Home  Office.  Also  one  each  to  the  members  of  your  Council. 

Printed  forms  1  to  4,  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  new  cases  of  Sickness,  are  here¬ 
with  appended.  ~  o  o  .  '  '  .  . 

/a 

As  regards  Infectious.  Disease,  ,we  have  had  even  a  smaller  amount  than  last 
year,  which  was. also  on  a. declining  scale.  "■  _  ,  .  . •;i.,  ; 

The  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Infant  Death  Rate  are  also  highly  satis¬ 
factory.  I  should  like  to  suggest  that  the  fact  of  having  so  small  an  amount  of 
infection  should  not  in  any  way  deter  us  from  using  every  endeavour  in  our 
efforts  for  the  prevention  of  the  same,  as  there  is  no  other  security  for  the  future. 

At  the  time  of  closing  this  Report  the  District  is  almost  free  from  infection. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BRADSHAW,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  &c.. 


AIedical  Officer  of  Health. 
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